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IMAGE OPTIMIZATION Checklist
KEYWORD RESEARCH

USE YOUR KEYWORDS

Brainstorm 10 words that represent your business, including variations and phrases 
someone might search to find you online, or that describe your images. Use Google to see 
what shows up as a related search.

For each image, use descriptive text 
including your keywords in the:

 � file name 

 � alt text

 � caption (optional)

 � image title (optional)

 � image description (optional)

For each page, use descriptive text 
including your keywords in the:

 � URL 

 � page or article title

 � headings and sub-headings

 � page or article content

*Google is good at understanding 
semantics.. Use variations on the same 
theme or keyword in your content.

“diluted-tortoiseshell-cat-autumn.jpg” is 
a much more descriptive filename than 
“DSC_8421.jpg” or “cat.jpg”

Use an online tool like Google Keyword Planning Tool, Keyword Spy or SpyFu, research 
your competition and find a few more words that you would like to be ranking for.
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IMAGE OPTIMIZATION Checklist
IMAGE SIZE

FILE SIZE

ADD RICH DATA

Find out what the final image sizes should are at their largest, and resize your images to 
those dimensions using Photoshop or other image editing software..

The smaller your files are, the quicker they will load. Be careful to keep a balance between 
file sizes and image quality. Use JPG, PNG or GIF depending on the type of image.

OpenGraph for Facebook and Pinterest, and Twitter Card tags can provide more 
information about an image and the text around it. It can also be used to specify an image 
for social sharing.

Microdata markup like schema.org is great for art and for products. It provides Google with 
more context about your images and what they represent.

Blog featured image

Gallery image

Image in article / page

JPG PNG GIF

Photos or images that have 
gradients or varying tones and 
colour, supports 16 million+ 
colours.

Higher compression = lower 
quality + smaller file size.

Lower comression = higher 
quality + larger file size.

Play around with varying levels 
of quality to see how much you 
can compress the file before it 
starts to degrade the quality 
(usually around 60% or lower).

Photos and line art, supports 16 
million+ colours. 

Less data is discarded when you 
save a file. This results in larger 
file sizes than JPEG for photos, 
but simpler images like line art 
can end up being smaller than 
JPEG or GIF. 

24 bit PNG supports alpha 
transparency (0% to 100% 
opaque).

8-bit PNG supports alpha 
transparency but only 256 
colours.

Simple images like line art and 
logos. 

Supports 256 colours and 
results in smaller file sizes. 

Supports multi-image format 
for creating animated images.

Simple transparency is 
supported (either 0% or 100% 
opaque).

Usually better to use a PNG 
rather than GIF except for very 
small files like background 
images.


